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“A Crisis to Faith”
Excerpt from “Holy Encounter”

by Beverly Hutchinson McNeff


The financial crisis is all over the news. We hear of the record-breaking drops in the U.S. stock market almost daily. The international markets are also dropping as if in sympathy. Then the next minute, the Dow shows a record rise in one day. If you have a 401(k) or any stocks at all, you have seen losses on paper that you have never seen before.

What’s going on? That’s the 700 billion dollar question, since that is how much we have now pumped into our failing financial market in hopes of raising its dying pulse. Will it work? How much is this going to cost the American taxpayer? What will this mean for our future? There are lots of very good questions, but very few good answers. 
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A Course in Miracles does offer us a good answer in the midst of any crisis. It tells us not to focus on the world outside of us, for that is constantly changing, but rather to focus within on the kingdom of God where our real, constant safety lies. The Course says: “What the world is, is but a fact. You cannot choose what this should be. But you can choose how you would see it. Indeed, you must choose this.” The world and its circumstances are neutral, but we become the decision makers as to how we will react to those circumstances. We have all heard the old saying that you see the glass as half full or half empty, but do we realize that this is a spiritual truth with incredible benefits for us? The glass is a glass and its contents are its contents, but how you react to the contents either empowers you or diminishes you.

Once we realize the power of our choice, the Course adds another element. It tells us that the purpose of this world is not amassing wealth, property, things, etc. but to heal our minds, to be kind, helpful, and forgiving in all our interactions. With that awareness in mind, everything that happens either brings us closer to that goal or not. Where are you living now? Are your thoughts and actions bringing you closer to peace, joy, happiness, and healing or not? If not, then this is where you need to begin.


How do we find what is missing? Our limited thinking would say that if something is lacking we need to fill our lack and protect what little we have left. But God would say just the opposite. The more we clutch to ourselves the more we lose, and the more we extend the more we find. We see this in nature all the time. When a stream is dammed up, it begins to die. But when an opening is made, no matter how small, to allow the water to flow freely in and out, life begins again.


Into our fearful or lacking thoughts, we need to let life begin again by focusing on the strength within and extending from that strength. 


What are you giving now? Are you afraid and angry, or are you ready for a paradigm shift? During this time of world crisis, we have a responsibility to be part of the solution and not the problem. As Gandhi said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”


Let us make healing our goal and extend from that goal in order to strengthen it within ourselves. During this difficult financial time, our tendency may be to fearfully draw in, but it is our giving from the truth of our being that will be our salvation. This form of giving, as the Course says, “…will be a purchase of a happy gift you will hold dear.” Or you will “give” from fear and lack and experience “…a penalty from which you will suffer.” You will give because that is your basic nature, but only one way brings you life.


We have a mighty responsibility and can make a mighty change in this world as we change our minds to think with God and extend from our abundant thinking. Do not diminish the power of God that abides in you. It is the power that inspired man to sail around the world when everyone else thought the world was flat. It is the power that inspired flight and our quest to journey to the moon. It is the power that inspires us to reach out and help someone in need, to forgive when it is not easy, and to pray without ceasing.
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The next time you feel lack or limit, remember Who walks with you and realize the mighty gift of love that you have to give. The dividends will benefit not only you, but the world. “All that is given is given to myself.” (Workbook Lesson 126)

January Sunday Schedule

Sunday, Jan   4 
11:00 a.m.
Debra Slusz, Astrologer, 



Edgar Cayce’s A.R.E. Houston Center
Sunday, Jan 11 
11:00 a.m. 
Jerry Stefaniak, 



Unity Church of Christianity, Houston


Bring items for food pantry

Sunday, Jan18 
11:00 a.m. 
Mamie and Layton Davenport


Musical Program



Board Meeting

Sunday, Jan 26
11:00 a.m.
Ed Jamail



Edgar Cayce’s A.R.E. Houston Center
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“Burning Bowl Ceremony” 

January Special Dates

Thursday,
Jan   1 --
New Year’s Day
Monday, 
Jan 19 --
Martin Luther King Day
Highlights from December Board Meeting

David Cady put a new window in the kitchen at the church that had been blown out by hurricane Ike. Thank you, David.

We would like people to know the church is available to rent out for weddings, funerals and sanctioned events.

Charlene Cady and Rose Culberson have finished their terms on the board. They have been invaluable assets to the church and as a current board member, Marsha will really, really miss them at board meetings. Everlasting thanks to Charlene and Rose for all their hard work.

(This needs to be in writing) Since we have a new treasurer, Monica Thomas, the bank needs to remove Charlene's name and any other names that are now on the Unity Church check writing form. Monica Thomas should be the only name with the ability to write Unity Church checks.
Cherie Rineker was elected as a new board member. Among other things she is a massage therapist and did her studies at the A.R.E. Edgar Cayce foundation in Virginia Beach.

We are hoping Susana Davis will consent to be a board member. She is just a wonderful person and we would love for her to join us.

Look for a family Bingo games in the church's future. Monica and Renee are doing the research now.

Charlene, her daughter Loretta and her friend, Mary Beth Jeffers, bought and wrapped presents for the family the church had adopted for Christmas. The family selected was Jonathan Bauck and his two children, Aurora, 7 years old and Jonathan, a 4th grader. Thank you, Charlene, Loretta and Mary Beth.

We would like to see input from the church members with suggestions and comments on what they would like to see in speakers or in the direction of the church.

Members! We would like to receive your favorite recipes along with your favorite affirmation, so we can put together a cookbook for the church!
Please do not bring anything bigger than a bread box to the church without consulting the board. Amen

Website statistics to date:

	Month
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Unique visitors

	 Jan 2008
	99

	Feb 2008
	91

	Mar 2008
	117

	Apr 2008
	111

	May 2008
	91

	Jun 2008
	138

	Jul 2008
	120

	Aug 2008
	101

	Sep 2008
	88

	Oct 2008
	91

	Nov 2008
	92

	Dec 2008
	67

	Total
	1206


A Course in Miracles Study Group

Tuesdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m.

We watch and discuss the VHS tapes of Ken Wapnick teaching the text of A Course in Miracles chapter by chapter. You can now hear and read the daily lesson from Marianne Williamson on the Oprah website.
Vision Statement:
Bring like-minded people together in their quest for the Truth.

Mission Statement:
Dedicated to teaching, loving and inspiring people

to be all they are created to be.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,

Ring, happy bells, across the snow:

The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.
~Alfred, Lord Tennyson
Unity Church of Brazosport
Join us for Sunday Service - 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School for Children - during the service

A Course in Miracles Study Group - Every Tuesday, 5:00-6:00 P.M.
Newsletter items may be submitted to B J Kruse - bjkruse@swbell.net
Church Email: info@unityofbrazosport.org
Church website: www.unityofbrazosport.org
507 S Brooks (Hwy 36), Brazoria, Texas 77422
979-798-4171

“Are you afraid and angry, or are you ready for a paradigm shift?
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