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““AA  NNeeww  LLooookk  aatt  JJeessuuss””  
By Eric Butterworth 
 
Without a doubt, the most important individual figure in the history of the 
world is Jesus Christ. For two thousand years many millions of lives 
have been influenced by his teachings, as variously interpreted by many 
divisions and schisms that have sprung up in his name. If you happen to 
be a Christian, reared in either the Catholic or the Protestant tradition, or 
if you are part of one of the Jewish orders, or even if you consider 
yourself to be a non-believer, an agnostic, or even a practicing atheist, 
without question, you have formed attitudes or perhaps strong prejudices 
about Jesus. This is because the whole flow of western civilization has 
been so completely involved with the organized Christian church and the 
outreach of the Christian ideals. 

 
I would like to invite you, perhaps to challenge you, to join with me in taking a fresh look at Jesus. First of 
all, we must go back to First Century Christianity, before there was any formally organized Christian 
church. We cannot catch the real dynamic of Jesus unless we see that he was a man, a highly evolved 
man to be sure, but a man. He was one such as you and I. He had emotions, such as anxiety and grief 
and impatience, as you and I might have. He was a great Truth-seeker, an adventurer in the realm of 
Spirit, who made a tremendous discovery of what I call “the unitive relationship between God and man.” It 
was because of this discovery, in himself, that he achieved the power to do all things. He discovered 
something in himself, which he believed was fundamental to all persons. His teaching was that the 
Kingdom of God is within you—that this dynamic potential to achieve and to overcome is a level within 
yourself that the Apostle Paul called, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” [Corinthians. 1:27] Jesus said, and 
mind you, he said this: “…the works that I do shall he [you] do also; and greater works than these shall he 
[you] do….” [John 14:12] That is the key. 
 
Surely, Jesus has a message for us today. But we must see the difference between what I call the 
religion about Jesus and the religion of Jesus. Theology, the religion about Jesus, talks of the Divinity of 
Jesus and that we must believe in him to be saved. On the other hand, the religion of Jesus, as found in 
his teachings, emphasizes the Divinity of man, and that if you believe in your innate unity with God, your 
contact a Dynamic Power, then you are one with flow of the means by which you can change your life. 
This is the fundamental that I think has been grossly understated, if not lost. I believe that this is what 
Jesus was all about. 
  
How many times have you heard or read or perhaps seen scrawled in public places, the words from John 
3:16: “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life”? That seems to imply that we should believe on the son, and it is 
understandable to assume that it means Jesus. Here is what Meister Eckhart, a medieval monk, who was 
a delightful person and a tremendous philosopher, said of this passage: “God never begot but one son, 
but the Eternal is forever begetting the only begotten.” The “only begotten son,” as he puts it, is that which 
is begotten only of God; this refers to that of man, that of you and me, which is not human, not of the 
world, that does not come from a certain heredity or environment. It refers to that of us, which also means 
that of you, that is the pure creation of God. It is our unitive relationship with God. It is that of us which is 
forever at one [with God], forever God’s Child, forever God expressing through us, even beyond the 
seeming limitations of life. When we believe on this innate unity, this innate Divine Potential, then he shall 
not die, “but have everlasting life.” 
 



It is interesting when we begin to see this in the clearest context, because, despite all the studies of 
Jesus, few persons have caught the real meaning of his life and teaching. He was not God becoming 
man; rather, he was man on the quest, man making the great discovery of his innate Divinity—of the God-
possibility within—man proving the Christ in man, his inherent potential for overcoming and for eternal life. 
In a way, we have been misled by the focus on Jesus’ Divinity, overlooking the fact that he focused on 
our Divinity. Again, “the works that I do shall he [you] do also” he said…that is, if we make the decision of 
faith, if we know ourselves to be one with this Divine Flow. 
 
Yes it is true: We must make the decision for the Christ in ourselves, to follow the guidance of the Divine 
Light within us and make the discovery of the unity in ourselves that Jesus found in himself. Obviously 
this means that we must recognize the difference between “Jesus” and “Christ.” Jesus was the man who 
discovered that Divine Level of God in man, which is “the Christ;” and the Christ is that God Level, which 
is inherent in every person. Remember, Paul said, “Christ in you, your hope of glory.” The Christ of you is 
the God-Self of you. We must discover it in ourselves, even as Jesus discovered in himself. In other 
words, I believe that we should see Jesus as the great discoverer of the Innate Divinity of man, the 
supreme revealer of the Truth about man, who was a pioneer and a way-shower in the quest for self-
realization, and to follow him in this consciousness. I think we want to see him turning to his fellow beings, 
such as you and me, and saying: “Come and stand as I stand, and view the Infinite Reality of things from 
the perspective that I have achieved, and see yourself in the light of this God-Self, this Christ-Self of you, 
as I have seen myself in this light. Believe on me and the actual demonstration of the Divinity of man that 
I have made. And realize what this actually means: that you have this same potential within you. What I 
have done, you can do. So, join me, come here, stand with me, think with me, pray with me, analyze the 
technique that I have found to be effective. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me. And when you have 
mastered yourself, as I have mastered myself, then you will do as I have done, and even greater things 
than these will you do.” This is paraphrasing it and putting it into the language that I believe was 
involved—which may be somewhat challenging to some, but think about it. 
  
Jesus is saying that man must know himself as the Self-Livingness of God; and that the problems of life 
come, like the Prodigal Son (which is the example that Jesus uses in his parable), we take our inheritance 
and go off into the “far-country” of living at the circumference of life, and there, we unfailingly come “to 
know want.” So our goal is: we must turn back and, in a sense, to “confess Christ,” which simply means to 
realize our unity with the Infinite, the Christ of our own being—to know that the God-Self of us is the 
Reality of us. We must believe in the “I Am Self.” We must begin to act the part, to act the concept that 
each of us is God expressing Himself as that which we are. 
 
Often we use the phrase “Let go, and let God.” This is little more than a platitude, until we make a 
conscious decision to really let God take over in every area of our lives. We may be slow to make this 
decision, not realizing that it is a decision, indeed. There is far more involved than simply saying to 
ourselves, “Well, maybe God can handle this in a little better than I can, and if He has any good ideas on 
the subject I’ll consider them.” But, it is a matter of coming to a momentous conclusion concerning our 
Unity with God—“Unity” meaning, “Oneness”—concerning the infinite potential of the Christ indwelling 
ourselves, the God-Self. Then making the decision to act as if it were true! This is where Jesus comes in. 
If we think simply of the great power within, we do not fully accept all that Jesus discovered. Jesus 
discovered that basic unity, the key to power, and we must continually remember what he achieved and 
how he did it. If we lose sight of his part, and of his consciousness, then we may well be back trying to do 
things in human awareness.  
 
As we remember Jesus Christ, we acknowledge that we can do what he did...and greater. So, Jesus 
actually can become the saving influence in our lives. This is not holding to the man Jesus—it is realizing 
that unity with the Infinite, revealed and demonstrated by him in his life work. Remember, what God has 
done, God can do; and what Jesus accomplished, we can accomplish, if we believe on him and the great 
demonstration he made of the Christ that was in him, which is likewise in each of us. Follow all this with a 
personal “decision for Christ”—which is a term that is used, and I think misunderstood—a decision for the 
Divine Level of ourselves, not Jesus, but the God-Self within us, a decision to live on the basis of that 
realization. 
 
So, refer to Jesus as you will, but be careful never to miss what he came to reveal: The Christ in you is 
the principle of your own Divine Son-ship, your personal unitive relationship between God and man. 

~~ Eric Butterworth 



 

AApprriill  SSuunnddaayy  SScchheedduullee  
  

SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprr      55  11:00 a.m.   

   

SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprr  1122  11:00 a.m.   
  Bring items for food pantry 

SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprr  1199 11:00 a.m.   

    Board Meeting 

SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprr  2266  11:00 a.m.  

    
 

AApprriill  SSppeecciiaall  DDaatteess  
    

SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprr          55  ––  Palm Sunday  

TThhuurrss,,  AApprr          99  ––  Maundy Thursday 

FFrriiddaayy,,  AApprr      1100  ––  Good Friday 

SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprr      1122  –– Easter Sunday 

WWeedd,,  AApprriill  2222  ––  Earth Day  
 
 
 

 

YYoouu  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  jjooiinn  iinn  tthhee  HHeeaalltthhyy  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonnss  TTeelleeccllaasssseess..  
 

6 Sessions, call in 712-432-0080, pin code 568230#  
 
Monday evenings at 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time; 8:00 p.m. Central Time: 4/27, 5/18, 6/22, 7/20, 

8/17, 9/21. 
 
Martha Creek, Certified Facilitator www.marthacreek.net  email: marthacreek@yahoo.com. 

 
Healthy Congregations is a series of 6 workshops. The workshops are designed precisely for a 
time of rapid changes. It is a new way of thinking about both the congregation as a whole, the 

leadership and individual realization. These workshops enable participants to: Gain a renewed 
sense of purpose and mission; cultivate leadership capacities; develop healthy patterns of 
relationships; learn to focus on strengths, resources and options for the future; boost 

confidence in responding to life's challenges and opportunities; learn to lead with calm 
connectedness; guide the system/ministry toward healthy functioning. 
 
We will gain skill and mastering in our personal relationships and life as well as our ministries.  

 
From: Field Xchange Wednesday Newsletter 3/25/09 

http://www.unitychurches.org/index.php?cid=192433&forward=192&curlid=103
mailto:marthacreek@yahoo.com


On March 23 Dave Cady celebrated his 58th birthday. 
Daughter, Loretta Cady, almost melted the cake 

putting on all those candles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Grandma Rose and Loretta Rose Cady celebrated Grandma's 

70th birthday in Las Vegas over spring break. They loved the 
atrium at the Belagio.  

 

 

 

 

Charlene and Loretta played in the snow on Mount 
Charleston during spring break. The snow is a 40 
minute drive from the Las Vegas strip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Would you like to donate blood to someone in need? Loretta Cady is 
seeking at least 10 volunteers to donate blood. On Saturday, May 2nd, 

the National Junior Honors Society will host a blood drive at the West 
Brazos Junior High from 8:00-2:00. Please contact Loretta at 798-5004 
with any questions and to sign up. 

 
 
 

 
Are you looking for a companion? Loretta and Charlene 
volunteer at the SPCA and have met some fine four-legged 

friends that would be great company. Let us know what kind of 
pet you are looking for and we will let you know when that 
special pet shows up at the SPCA. 

 



 
Unity Church of Christianity - Brazosport 

Meeting Minutes  
March 15, 2009 

                                                           

Opening: 
The monthly board meeting of the Unity Church of Christianity was called to order at 12:15pm 
on 3/15/2009 in Unity Church by Monica Alva-Thomas. 

Present: 
Monica Alva-Thomas – Chairman/Treasurer 
Susanna Davis - Secretary 

George Thomas – Board Member  
Renee Duhon – Board Member 
Not Present: N/A 

 
A. Approval of Agenda 

Agenda was unanimously approved and distributed.  
B. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved as distributed. 
C. New Business 

The Board opened the meeting. Opening prayer held by George Thomas. 

New business discussion on plans for April 26, 2009 Open House BBQ Fundraiser, celebrating 
25 years of Brazosport Unity. Renee Duhon is lead coordinator for this Fundraiser. Board has 
agreed to menu and cost for this event. Monica Alva will contact neighboring Church Pastor 

Dale Frankum for Parking Permission to meet our April 26th Open House Fundraiser. Board has 
agreed to do a checklist on who has keys to the Church and purpose for having the keys. Board 
discussed ramping up our Speaker schedule. Monica Alva will continue the lead on scheduling 

and confirming speakers & subject matter. Board has agreed to follow a calendar shared by 
board members on Church Opening and Closing. Board discussed starting a circle of Unity 
friends weekly meet for prayer, exchanging books, and other likeminded principles. In addition   

Monica Alva-Thomas will research Church Insurance coverage to assist with repairs to bathroom 
ceiling. Board closed with prayer lead by Renee Duhon.   

D. Old Business 

Susanna Davis Letter for Tithing with tax ID for La Casona Restaurant regarding 10% of their 
sales going to donations for the UCOC – In progress.   

Agenda for Next Meeting 

Open House Fundraiser status. Growing our membership. Nurturing Current Membership. 
Adjournment: 

Meeting was adjourned at 1:15pm by Monica Alva-Thomas. The next general meeting 3rd 

Sunday of April 2009. 

Minutes submitted by: Monica Alva-Thomas/Chairman-Treasurer 

 



 

VViissiioonn Statement: 

Bring like-minded people together in their quest for the Truth. 
 

MMiissssiioonn Statement: 

Dedicated to teaching, loving and inspiring people 
to be all they are created to be. 

  
òCome to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
~ Jesus, Matthew 11:28-39 

  

  

UUnniittyy  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  BBrraazzoossppoorrtt  
 

Join us for Sunday Service - 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday School for Children - during the service 

A Course in Miracles Study Group - Every Tuesday, 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Newsletter items may be submitted to B J Kruse - bjkruse@swbell.net 
Church Email: info@unityofbrazosport.org 

Church website: www.unityofbrazosport.org 

Unity Headquarters Joint website: www.unity.org  
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